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Project goals

• Describe breeding bird distribution and abundance

• Document changes since the last atlas

• Describe wintering distributions

• Stopover habitat use (we hope)

• Understand where species occur on the landscape

• Develop an interactive web site for updating and data 
retrieval



Major funding

… plus may other contributions …



…..

Birders make atlases possible



Your time and miles count as funding match

Please fill out a volunteer effort form every 
time you go out and collect atlas data

http://ctbirdatlas.com/PDF/BBA-Volunteer-
Form.pdf

http://ctbirdatlas.com/PDF/BBA-Volunteer-Form.pdf


ctbirdatlas.org?



YEAR 1:
Make initial predictions from existing data …
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TAKE THE QUIZ

**only talk with prizes!!?



2018-2020: 
Collect new atlas data

1. traditional citizen science block work
2. point counts to estimate abundance
3. winter surveys
4. migration surveys



Analysis to test/refine predictions

 test models
 upgrade predictions
 compare to 1980s atlas

 identify priority areas for conservation

 post data on-line



How can birders help?



Volunteer to survey a block

601 blocks
~25 km2

Buzz 

Devine

Ken 

Elkins

Frank 

Mantlik

Steve 

Broker

Melissa 

Baston

Sarah 

Zagorski

Steve 

Morytko

Dave 

Provencher



• Spend up to 20 hours birding over 3 years

• Visit all habitats in a block

• List all species seen

• Record evidence of breeding using 
standard codes

Breeding surveys



Volunteer to survey a block





What if “my” block is taken!?



What if “my” block is taken!?

• Collect data anyway!

• Coordinate with assigned birder

• Pick another block

PE: physiological signs DD: distraction display



What if I don’t have time to do a 
block?

• Collect data anyway!

• Submit records whenever you go birding

• Submit incidental records from your yard

• Submit incidental records any time you 
confirm breeding*



What if I don’t think I’m a good 
enough birder?

Can you identify these species …



When should I start?

• Now, but cautiously …

• Safe date info on web site

• 20 hours: mid-May – mid-Aug



Where should I survey?

Download 
block maps



Where should I survey?

Block boundary



Where should I survey?

Block boundary

Public land



Where should I survey?

Block boundary

Public land

Different habitats



Do I have to find nests?



Many types of breeding evidence
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Many types of breeding evidence

Stronger evidence



Many ways to confirm breeding
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• Confirmed 
breeding

• Probable breeding 
in secretive 
species

• Any breeding 
evidence for rare 
breeders

What data should I submit now?



How should I submit data?



How should I submit data?

• Block number

• Site within the block (optional)

• Date, start time, end time

• Breeding code for every species you see



How should I submit data?

• Location (block and/or lat-long)

• Date

• Breeding code for notable species

– Confirmed breeding (always submit)

– Hard to confirm species (always submit)

– Rare species (always submit)



How do I know where I am?

• Use your phone to get lat/long

• Print and mark a map – send us a copy

• Use the web site’s interactive map and 
just use the block number



How do I know where I am?



How do I know where I am?



Can I use eBird?



Locations?Locations?



eBird hotspot warning …



Do I have to use eBird?

• NO!!!

• But, if you do, share your checklists with 
ctbirdatlas



Atlas stats

• 610 volunteers on email list

• 233 block adopters

• 327 blocks assigned (54%) 

• 118 eBird checklists

• 2 species with more confirmations than 
first atlas



Winter surveys

Up to 20 hours/block over three years



Lead or join “block-busting” events



What else can I do?

• Go to a training session

• Read the blog

• Set aside time for the winter and stopover 
surveys 



Questions?



To volunteer:
ctbirdatlasvol@gmail.com

For other information, contact:
chris.elphick@uconn.edu

ctbirdatlas.org
#ctbirdatlas

https://www.facebook.com/ctbirdatlasvol/  

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Center for Conservation and Biodiversity

University of Connecticut

@ssts
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